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Join AIR for Texas High Schools FY2005-2006!

Making the web accessible to everyone - including people with disabilities.

Knowbility invites tech educators to take advantage of a one-day training opportunity that can help you meet federal and state accessibility requirements and promote accessible web design in Texas Schools!  The Accessibility Internet Rally for Texas High Schools (AIR High) activities include:

· Accessibility Training - Hands-on training on accessible web design in each of the 20 Regional  Education Service Centers throughout the state. 

· Instruction manuals for you to take back to your district.

· Support throughout the school year for AIR-HIGH activities through webcasts and email lists delivered by Knowbility’s expert network.

· Trainings, manuals and support offered at no cost to Texas educators.

· Contest encouraging all participants to apply their new knowledge by creating accessible web pages and submitting them to AIR High – The Competition.
· Trophies for one winning team in each of the Regions 

· Scholarships for state winners. 

FAQs

· What will I learn in AIR High - Accessibility Training?

· Who should attend AIR High - Accessibility Training?

· How do I register for AIR High - Accessibility Training (link to registration) 

· What is the AIR High - The Competition?

· How does the AIR High competition work?

· Why is AIR important?

FAQ page content
What will I learn in Accessibility Training?

Knowbility’s expert trainers provide hands-on activities, lesson plans and resources covering these topics: 
· What is Web Accessibility?

· Why does Web Accessibility matter?

· Experience assistive technology -  Listen to web pages using a screen reader

· How do I make web pages accessible? Accessible Web Design Techniques 
· How can I promote accessibility in my school?
Who should attend AIR High - Accessibility Training?

The AIR High - Accessibility Training is designed for those who want to learn accessible web design techniques and in turn, promote accessibility in Texas schools by creating accessible web sites and training other high school instructors.

· Prerequisites for AIR-High Accessibility Training: 

· Experience creating and publishing web pages 

· Basic knowledge of HTML 

· Desire to take this new knowledge and apply it 

· Preferred: 

· Willingness to share information learned in this class with others 

· Interest in encouraging school instructors to have their students compete in a web accessibility competition

What is AIR High – The Competition?

The Accessibility Internet Rally for Texas High Schools (AIR-High) is a web design competition that benefits schools while raising understanding of design techniques that make technology accessible to everyone – including people with disabilities. In the fall of 2005, Knowbility will train representatives from school districts throughout the state in accessible design techniques and give them resources to pass those techniques on to students.  Knowbility will provide continued support through web casts and email lists.  
Students will have the opportunity to submit their accessible designs in the spring of 2006 and compete for scholarship prizes.  The contest element of AIR High motivates students and instructors to actually apply their new knowledge.
Training + Contest = Accessible Web Sites!

How does AIR High – The Competition work?
AIR-High highlights and promotes accessible online content by teaching design skills that result in school-based websites that are fully accessible.  Students learn about accessibility in the context of a fun, friendly, virtual web design competition through which they may win recognition – and scholarship funds – for their good work!  

Why is AIR important?

Educators are being held accountable for meeting the federal and state guidelines for accessible information technology.  Accessibility is where we’re going…and where we should already be.  Not only is it the right thing to do for our kids, parents and communities, we are now bound by legal mandates. Knowbility is here to help you meet these requirements.

Websites can be designed for accessibility or they can shut people out.  Students, parents, teachers and other community members are among the 4 million Texans with disabilities.  As communication increasingly moves online, it is essential that all information is available to everyone – regardless of disability.   
As per NCLB, students with disabilities have a right to be included in the regular education classroom with their non-disabled peers. Education in regular education settings implies more than just physical presence; it includes the tools to access the curriculum that is taught in the regular classroom. The Texas State Legislature recently passed HB 2819, which mandates that all state agencies must design with accessibility in mind.  

Currently the U.S. population includes more than 54 million people with disabilities of all sorts. Many of these people are unable to fully benefit from the Internet and the World Wide Web because many Web sites have not been designed and built with accessibility in mind.

More questions about AIR-HS?

Contact us ahudson@knowbility.org or call 512.305.0312

Ready to join the fun and put your skills to work?

Join us by completing the AIR-High Training Registration to be held at your Educational Service Center.

AIR-High 2005-06 Sponsors and Partners

AIR-High would not be possible without the generous support of our sponsors and partners. Thank You!

Texas Education Agency

Disability Law Resource Project 

Texas Technology Access Project

Educational Service Center Region One

Educational Service Center Region Two

Educational Service Center Region Nine

(we’ll add ESC’s as they contribute their training space)

