Web accessibility:  Resources for further exploration
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Information resources

1. Web Accessibility Initiative (WAI), at http://www.w3.org/wai.  

2. Web Content Accessibility Guidelines http://www.w3.org/TR/WAI-WEBCONTENT/.  Guidelines adapted by European Union, other governments, business 

3. Section 508 of the Federal Rehabilitation Act defines standards for US federal government agencies. Influencing general practice as well.  http://www.section508.gov.   

4. IBM Web Accessibility Checklist and Tutorial, at http://www-306.ibm.com/able/guidelines/web/accessweb.html .  Each checkpoint includes a link to a short tutorial.

5. Information Technology Technical Assistance Training Center (ITTATC) Web Accessibility Course, http://www.ittatc.org/training/webcourse/ 

6. “Web Accessibility for Section 508,” at http://www.jimthatcher.com/webcourse1.htm.   The online accessibility course on the site of the person who wrote it.  Thatcher’s site includes other valuable information.  http://www.jimthatcher.com. 

7. Accessibility Institute, founded by Dr. John Slatin maintains a wealth of web accessibility information, FAQs, resources, and research http://www.utexas.edu/research/accessibility/ 

8. Knowbility online accessibility course.  An overview of accessibility issues, tools and techniques for designing accessible web sites. http://www.knowbility.org/curriculum  

9. International Center for Disability Resources on the Internet, Section 508 resource Page, at http://www.icdri.org/section508/section_508_resource_page.htm .    Substantial listing of government, industry, and academic resources related to federal accessibility standards.

10. Trace Research and Development Center at the University of Wisconsin-Madison.  Leading research center for technology and disability. At http://www.trace.wisc.edu. 

11. Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired Web site, at http://www.tsbvi.edu.  wealth of information on a broad range of topics.

12. Adaptive Technology Resource Center, University of Toronto, at http://www.utoronto.ca/atrc/.  Home of the APROMPT accessibility testing tool.  

13. Making Educational Software Accessible.  Excellent, detailed guidelines for CD-ROM-based multimedia.  At http://ncam.wgbh.org/cdrom/guideline/
14. Lighthouse International’s guides to improved legibility through font selection, etc http://www.lighthouse.org/about/accessibility/bigtype_simple.htm.  And more at http://www.lighthouse.org/print_leg.htm.  

15. Color Contrast Analyser.  Available at http://juicystudio.com/services/luminositycontrastratio.php and Firefox Extension http://juicystudio.com/article/colour-contrast-analyser-firefox-extension.php
16. WebAim. Web Accessibility in Mind. Tutorials, training, accessible simulations, laws, guidelines and more. At http://www.webaim.org/.  

17. Microsoft’s Enable site, www.microsoft.com/enable.  includes links to Microsoft’s Active Accessibility (MSAA) Application Programming Interface (API) for Windows.

Validation and repair tools 
1. WebXACT (formerly bobby), the automated accessibility checker.  The first online tool, available at http://webxact.watchfire.com/
2. Accessibility Toolbar, an accessibility checker and simulation toolbar for IE on the PC. http://www.nils.org.au/ais/web/resources/toolbar/ 

3. The WAVE, at http://www.wave.webaim.org/ is especially useful in helping sighted developers see ALT text and recognize the order in which items on their pages will be read by screenreaders and speaking browsers.

4. A-PROMPT. Evaluation and repair. Download at http://aprompt.snow.utoronto.ca 

5. W3C’s HTML Validation Service, www.w3.org/wai.

6. HTML-Kit.  Available at http://www.chami.com/html-kit.  Performs several useful and important functions, including HTML validation and conversion to XHTML.  

7. The WAI’s Evaluation and Repair Tools Working Group maintains a list of free and commercial evaluation and repair tools.  The list is frequently updated.  Available at http://www.w3.org/WAI/ER/existingtools.html.

8. Microsoft Powerpoint WWW Accessibility Wizard.  At http://www.rehab.uiuc.edu/ppt/index.html.  Helps authors convert Powerpoint presentations into accessible Web-based presentations.

9. The International Center for Disability Resources on the Internet (ICDRI) launched a free, online testing tool called Cynthia Says, based on the expertise of Cynthia Waddell http://www.icdri.org/test_your_site_now.htm
Authoring tools with at least some support for creating accessible content:

1. Adobe’s Dreamweaver MX includes extensions for checking compliance with Section 508 and with general usability guidelines. http://www.adobe.com/accessibility/ Flash MX includes improved accessibility options, but requires knowledgeable application.

2. Access.Adobe.  Accessibility for PDFs. http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/pdfs/instructor_forms_acess.pdf 
3. UsableNet's LIFT™ suite of software authoring tool extensions are designed to allow authors to continue using preferred tools www.usablenet.com .

Tools for captioning, descriptive video, etc.

1. MAGpie (Media Access Generator).  http://www.wgbh.org/ncam/.  Produces closed captions, descriptive video, etc., and outputs files in multiple formats.  

2. SMIL.  Synchronized Media Integration Language.  A W3C specification for coordinating synchronized display of multiple media tracks such as video, audio, captions, descriptions, etc., etc.  SMIL is an XML application.  See http://www.w3.org/AudioVideo/
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