Have you ever been 
denied access to information 
or services you needed online?
Imagine what it would be like if you 
couldn’t shop online or 
make travel arrangements online or 
use google to find an answer to your burning question.

For millions of people with disabilities…
inaccessible web sites are brick walls.  
A perfect example is Target.com, 
which is currently in litigation for 
denying access to their website 
to people with visual disabilities.  

Official Disabilities:

· Visual – blind, low vision, color blind

· Auditory

· Speech

· Motor Physical

· Cognitive Learning

Online Quasi Disabilites

· Slow Internet Connection

· Old Browser

· Missing Plugins

· No Speakers

· Small Display (pda, mobile phone)

· Eyes busy / Hands busy

· Noisy Environment

Stats

· 54 million Americans have a disability (source: World Health Organization) 

· 36% of people age 55-65 have a disability 

· 15% of people age 22-44 have a disability
I don’t know about you…but, I’ve been passionate about the web
since I first laid eyes on

mosaic in the early 90’s

from the moment

I realized what I was looking at

I knew that the web was all about

empowering people with

information and functionality

In 1999 – forward thinking technologist like

Sharron Rush, Steve Guengrich and John Slatin

saw an opportunity to create Knowbility, a non-profit
focused on making information technology accessible
What is accessibility?   When it comes to the web…   
· can your page be used as effectively and 
· for the same purpose 
· by a person with a disability 
· as by a person without a disability.

· True Test - Can people with a disabilities use your web page?
In pursuit of accessibility
Knowbility provides wonderful programs locally and nationally including:
· accessibility training

· consulting

· awareness programs

· and a unique competition called

Accessibility Internet Rally or AIR

What is AIR?

It is a friendly and fun competition that 

pairs web developers 

with local non-profits 

to create accessible websites. 

If you’ve ever visited the 
Umlauf Sculpture Garden web site , 
Esther’s Follies, 
Sara Hickman or 
First Night Austin 
you’ve seen examples 
of the work created 
by the AIR competition.

These sites are then judged 
by accessibility experts

and the most accessible sites are 
recognized at an awards ceremony.

But even before the AIR awards ceremony, 

web developers win by receiving valuable technical accessibility training; 

Non-Profits win by getting a new and accessible web presence and 

we all win by moving forward on the path of web access for all.
Universal Access – Tim Berners-Lee 

W3C Goals  - Inspire me

Web for Everyone

“The social value of the Web is that it 

enables human communication, commerce, 

and opportunities to share knowledge. 

One of W3C's primary goals is 

to make these benefits available 

to all people, 

whatever their hardware, software, network infrastructure, 

native language, culture, geographical location, 

or physical or mental ability.

As we say at Knowbility – Barrier Free IT!

