
Accessibility in Dreamweaver (revised 6/2007)
Step by step instructions to a few key accessibility features in Dreamweaver
1. Accessibility Preferences

a. Edit > Preferences
b. Choose the accessibility category

c. Enable the accessibility options

d. These options default to ON in Dreamweaver 8 and Dreamweaver CS3 

2. Check a site for accessibility using the automatic tool

a. The automatic tool should be used like spell check.  It is not fool proof!
b. Open any html document in Dreamweaver
c. Site > Reports
d. Select “Accessibility”

e. Click on “Report Settings” button and then adjust to suit your needs

f. Click on “Run” button to run the report 
g. Notice report results in Site Report Window

h. Double click on any issue in the report
i. Notice the issue is highlighted on the page and in the code editor
3. Adding alt text

a. Open any html document in Dreamweaver

b. Insert an image by selecting Image from the Insert menu ( Insert > Image )

i. Notice the pop-up

ii. Enter alt text or add null <empty> alt from pull down menu
4. Adding tables

a. Open any html document in Dreamweaver
b. Insert a table by selecting Table from the Insert menu (Insert > Table)
i. Select type of headers
ii. Add a caption
iii. Press OK button

iv. Enter headers and data in table (notice th and td tags auto assigned)

5. Automatic labeling of form fields
a. Open any html document in Dreamweaver
b. Insert a form by selecting Form from the Insert Menu (Insert > Form > Form)
c. Add input fields for name and email (Insert > Form > Text Field)
d. Enter ID and Label information for each form field
e. Insert a fieldset around these two fields (Insert > Form > Fieldset) Dreamweaver will prompt for the Legend


6. Validating HTML
a. Open any html document in Dreamweaver

b. Open the Results Inspector (at the bottom of the screen)
c. Select the Validation tab

d. Click on the Arrow to select Validate Current Document

e. See results in Results Inspector

7. Cleaning Up HTML

a. Open any html document in Dreamweaver

b. Select Cleanup XHTML from Commands Menu (Commands > Cleanup XHTML)

c. Press OK button

Additional Resource for Further Learning - Adobe – Accessibility www.adobe.com/accessibility/ 







